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RE: Chargas for crematian parmits,
To whom [t may concern,

" - Caronar's Office will no longer charge funeral homes for eremation permits or body
bags. After reviewing cenaln laws that regulate fees the coroner can charge we believa the cost of cremation
permits and body bags should ba paid to the coronar Dy the governing autharity. .

RS 13:5706 A (1) The oaraner shall recelvs, (a) For avory investigatlon, Ingluding issuing psoessary oa &rs and reports
fity dollars. Death cenificates and cramatlon cerllfisslas shaula ba gonslderad nccessary'bapers and In¢luded in :he prce
for every investigalion. RS 13:5713&(1) reads as follows: The coroner shall furnish a death certificate based on his
examinatlon. izvestigation, or autopsy, and he shall siale as bast he ¢an the caute and means of dsalh. RS 13,5718
Crematlon of bodies... If the cremastion of a body js raquesied, the funeral diractar stialf Imemadistaly notity the coroner
who has Jurlsdiotion in the death, If, sfter the necessary lvesiigetion, the coroner Is salislied thal thers sre no suspicious
clrcumstances surrounding the death, he shall Issue & permit for crgmallon, If the Investigation revsais suspicious

tremation cedificate is requested by a funeral home on a coroner case, or a non-coronar case, {he caronar aflar
conducling an investigation can charge the suthorized fifly dollars. If viewing the body was required he may charge an
addltional fifty dollars. As atated In RS 1 3:5706 D.1, this fee should be pald by the parish ar municipality, not the funers!
Name,

8.(1) All necessary or unavoldable expansas, including supplies, Inoident to the operatlon and funationing of the coronar's
office snall ba peid by the parish whan such expenses are certlfiad by the coroner g8 belng fnecessery or unavolgeble, All

be pald for by the parish, In lum funeral homeas pass h!s cost on 1o famlly members who ars mos! of the lime residence of
the parlsh responsible for the coal, When laoking at RS 13:5715 A.(1), upon completion of an sutopsy or comalstion of the
coroners investigation, If tha Investigation raveals that an aufopsy Is not required, the coroner shall refease the body to
the family or friends for burtel, Thers |s nalhing here to support the caroner forcing a family or friend of (he decensed fo
pay lor'any supplias used during the course of his Investigation or aulopsy. Demanding a funeral home, hired by a family.
lo meet the cosl of any supplles used to procass a deceased individual Is the same as g direct charge fa tha family. ( s
constitulfonally mondated for each Parish o have & coraner and the laws are designed for the parish and municipa'ilies lo
s{ep up and be responsible for the cost assoclaled wilh funding (hat offlca,

Sincerely,

Wm&c w7



RS 13:5706

§5706. Fees for coroner's services

A.(1) The coroner shall receive:

(a) For every investigation, including issuing necessary papers and reports, fifty dollars.

(b) For viewing bodies, fifty dollars.

(c) For the performance of an autopsy, a fee of not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor more than
three hundred dollars, at the discretion of the governing authority of the parish or municipality, and the cost of
any laboratory tests actually incurred.

(d) For attendance or testimony in any case in court in matters arising from his official duties, seventy-
five dollars per day per case.

(e) A fee of fifty dollars for papers issued in each interdiction case or commitment of mental or
incompetent case.

(2) The attending or assisting physicians in interdiction or commitment cases shall also receive a fee
of fifty dollars.

(3) The coroner shall receive a reasonable fee or compensation, as agreed to by the coroner and the
governing authority of the parish or municipality, for any physical or mental examination or investigation
when requested by the district attorney, any judge, sheriff, chief of police, or by any responsible citizen or
resident when acting in good faith in an emergency and in the furtherance of the public good and safety.

(4) These amounts shall be in addition to any necessary expenses that may be incurred.

(5) The provisions of this Subsection shall only apply to coroners on a fee basis.

(6) Notwithstanding any provision of this Section to the contrary, the affirmative approval of the
governing authority of the parish or municipality shall be required for the coroner to charge more than two
hundred fifty dollars for the performance of an autopsy. In addition, the affirmative approval of the governing
authority of the parish or municipality shall be required for the coroner to charge for any expense, tests, costs,
or other fees, when the charge for such expenses, tests, costs, or other fees exceed the maximum charges
established in the coroner's annual fee schedule. In such fee schedule, the coroner shall list all fees for which
a charge of fifty dollars is authorized by law. Such schedule shall be filed with the governing authority of each
affected parish or municipality not later than the last day of January of each year.

B.(1) All necessary or unavoidable expenses, including supplies, incident to the operation and
functioning of the coroner's office shall be paid by the parish when such expenses are certified by the coroner
as being necessary or unavoidable.

(2) When quarters for the coroner's office or a morgue are established by the parish, the parish shall
furnish essential supplies and equipment for the office or morgue.

(3) The parish shall pay the fees for all mental or physical examinations or investigations,
commitments, interdictions, court attendance, or testimony and a just fee or remuneration for attending parish
prisoners.

C.(1) When a death occurs and the death appears to have been due to natural causes, the coroner of the
parish of domicile of the deceased shall be responsible for any investigation into the cause and manner of
death and for any examination of the body or autopsy. .

(2) When a death occurs and a crime or accident is suspected, the coroner of the parish where the
crime or accident occurred shall be responsible for any investigation into the cause and manner of death and
for any examination of the body or autopsy.

(3) It shall be the duty of the coroner who makes the final investigation to release the body for burial.

D.(1) The parish or municipality in which the deceased was domuiciled, in the case of a death due to
natural causes, or the parish or municipality in which the accident or crime occurred, in the case of a death due
to other than natural causes, shall pay the coroner's fees and any necessary fees for the investigation and the
cost of any autopsy including the cost of transporting the body. However, if the coroner of the parish in which
the death occurred initially viewed the body or investigated the death, the fees for such viewing or
investigation shall be paid to him by the parish or municipality in which the death occurred.

(2) When a natural death occurs outside the parish of domicile, the coroner of the parish where the
death occurs shall forward all information from the initial investigation to the coroner of the parish where the



Services. The coroner shall provide the department with his findings in a timely manner, or immediately when
requested to protect any other minor child.

K., L., and M. Repealed by Acts 2018, No. 621, §4.

Amended by Acts 1966, No. 312, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1967; Acts 1981, No. 211, §1; Acts 1984, No. 570,
§1; Acts 1985, No. 240, §1; Acts 1985, No. 241, §1; Acts 1986, No. 311, §1; Acts 1986, No. 591, §1; Acts
1987, No. 878, §1; Acts 1988, No. 834, §1; Acts 1999, No. 761, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Acts 1999, No. 1226,
§1; Acts 1999, No. 1293, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1354, §2; Acts 2001, No. 1177, §1; Acts 2003, No. 794, §1; Acts
2011, No. 70, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1563 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3; Acts 2014, No. 390,
§1; Acts 2014, No. 602, §3, eff. June 12, 2014; Acts 2015, No. 229, §1, eff. June 23, 2015; Acts 2016, No.
578, §1, eff. June 17, 2016; Acts 2017, No. 141, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2018, No. 621, §§1 and 4.

NOTE: See Acts 2003, No. 794, §2, relative to applicability.
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RS 13:5713

§5713. Duties; autopsies and investigations

A. The coroner shall either view the body or make an investigation into the cause and manner of death
in all cases involving the following:

(1) Suspicious, unexpected, or unusual deaths.

(2) Sudden or violent deaths.

(3) Deaths due to unknown or obscure causes or in any unusual manner.

(4) Bodies found dead.

(5) Deaths due to suspected suicide or homicide.

(6) Deaths in which poison is suspected.

(7) Any death from natural causes occurring in a hospital under twenty-four hours of admission.

(8) Deaths following an injury or accident either old or recent.

(9) Deaths due to drowning, hanging, burns, electrocution, gunshot wounds, stabs or cutting, lightning,
starvation, radiation, exposure, alcoholism, addiction, tetanus, strangulation, suffocation, or smothering.

(10) Deaths due to trauma from whatever cause.

(11) Deaths due to criminal means or by casualty.

(12) Deaths in prison or while serving a sentence.

(13) Deaths due to virulent contagious disease that might be caused by or cause a public hazard,
including acquired immune deficiency syndrome.

B.(1) The coroner may perform or cause to be performed by a competent physician an autopsy in any
case in his discretion. The coroner shall perform or cause to be performed by a competent physician an
autopsy in the case of any death where there is a reasonable probability that the violation of a criminal statute
has contributed to the death.

(2) The coroner or the district attorney may order the disinterment of any dead body within his
jurisdiction under the direction or supervision of the person ordering the disinterment or his designee, and may
authorize the removal of such dead body to a place designated by the person ordering the disinterment for the
purpose of examination and autopsy and, when such is completed, order the reinterment of the body.

(3) The coroner may hold any dead body for any length of time that he deems necessary. However, the
coroner shall expedite any investigation at the scene of an accident involving a fatality so as not to unduly
delay the removal of the dead body from the accident scene. However, if a bodily substance sample for a
toxicology screen is extracted at the accident scene, the extraction procedure shall be performed outside of
public view.

(4)(a) He may remove and retain for testing or examination any specimens, organs, or other portion of
the remains of the deceased that he may deem necessary or advisable as possible evidence before a grand jury
or court, subject to the limitation set forth in R.S. 32:661(A)(2).

(b) The coroner may also remove and retain any specimens or organs of the deceased which in his
discretion are necessary or desirable for anatomical, bacteriological, chemical, or toxicological examination,
subject to the limitation set forth in R.S. 32:661(A)(2).

C.(1)(a) The coroner shall perform or cause to be performed by a competent physician an autopsy in all
cases of infants under the age of one year who die unexpectedly without explanation.

(b) The autopsy shall include microscopic and toxicology studies.

(c) The coroner shall furnish a death certificate based upon his autopsy with his statement, to the best
of his knowledge, of the cause and manner of death.

(2) If the coroner finds that the cause of death was Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, he shall notify the
director of the parish health unit within forty-eight hours after such determination.

(3) In preparing the certificate of death, the coroner may not, in lieu of an autopsy, rely on statements
of relatives, persons in attendance during the last sickness, persons present at the time of death, or other
persons having adequate knowledge of the facts, even if such data may be permitted in other cases in this
Section.

(4) The coroner shall not perform an autopsy if the parents of the infant provide to the coroner their
objection in writing, unless the coroner finds that the facts surrounding the death require that an autopsy be



performed in the interest of the public safety, public health, or public welfare.

D. If the family of the deceased objects to an autopsy on religious grounds, the autopsy shall not be
performed unless the coroner finds that the facts surrounding the death require that an autopsy be performed in
the interest of the public safety, public health, or public welfare. In such cases the coroner shall provide the
family his written reasons for the necessity of the autopsy.

E.(1) The coroner shall furnish a death certificate based on his examination, investigation, or autopsy,
and he shall state as best he can the cause and manner of death. (2) If 1t appears that death was due to
accident, suicide, or homicide, he shall so state.

(3) The cause of death, and the manner or mode in which the death occurred, as incorporated in the
death certificate as provided in the Vital Statistics Laws, R.S. 40:32 et seq., filed with the division of vital
records of the Louisiana Department of Health, shall be the legally accepted cause of death, unless the court of
the parish in which the death occurred, after a hearing, directs otherwise.

(4) In the case of a death without medical attendance, if there is no reason to suspect the death was due
to violence, casualty, or undue means, the coroner may make the certificate of death from the statement of
relatives, persons in attendance during the last sickness, persons present at the time of death, or other persons
having adequate knowledge of the facts.

F. The coroner or his designee shall examine all alleged victims of a sexually-oriented criminal
offense. The coroner may select the hospital or healthcare provider named as the lead entity for sexual assault
examinations in the regional plan required by R.S. 40:1300.41 as his designee to perform the forensic medical
examination.

G.(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, when the coroner is required to furnish
information for the issuance of a death certificate by the office of vital statistics, the coroner shall do so within
ten working days after the receipt of all test and investigation results or information associated with the
investigation into the cause and manner of death.

(2) If the coroner is unable to furnish the information required pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this
Subsection within ten days after taking charge of the case, upon request, the coroner shall issue a written
statement attesting to the fact of death, which shall constitute proof of death for all purposes, including but not
limited to any claim under any policy of insurance issued on the life of the deceased individual.

H. In deaths investigated by the coroner where he is not able to establish the identity of the dead body
by visual means, fingerprints, or other identifying data, the coroner shall have a qualified dentist or forensic
anthropologist or forensic pathologist carry out a dental examination of the dead body. If the coroner, with the
aid of the dental examination, is still not able to establish the identity of the dead body, the coroner shall
prepare and forward the dental examination and other identifying records to state and local law enforcement
agencies. When the dead body may be that of an individual under the age of eighteen years, the coroner shall
send this information to the Missing and Exploited Children Information Clearinghouse within the Department
of Public Safety and Corrections, office of state police.

L.(1) Liability shall not be imposed on an elected coroner or his support staff based upon the exercise
or performance or the failure to exercise or perform their policymaking or discretionary acts when such acts
are within the course and scope of their lawful powers and duties.

(2) The provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection are not applicable to any of the following:

(a) To acts or omissions which are not reasonably related to the legitimate governmental objective for
which the policymaking or discretionary power exists.

(b) To acts or omissions which constitute criminal, fraudulent, malicious, intentional, willful,
outrageous, reckless, or flagrant misconduct.

(3) The legislature finds and states that the purpose of this Subsection is not to reestablish any
immunity based on the status of sovereignty but rather to clarify the substantive content and parameters of
application of such legislatively created codal articles and laws and also to assist in the implementation of
Article II of the Constitution of Louisiana.

J. Upon request, the Department of Children and Family Services shall be entitled to obtain at no
charge the name, age, preliminary diagnosis, and manner of death of a deceased minor or any other findings of
abuse or neglect of the minor from the office of the coroner conducting the autopsy while the final autopsy is
pending. If the coroner finds that the cause of death of a minor child was due to abuse or neglect or finds
evidence of any other abuse or neglect of the child, he shall notify the Department of Children and Family



RS 13:5715

§5715. Delivery of body; disposition of paupers; anatomical gifts; kidney or eye removal; limitation of
liability

A.(1) Upon completion of an autopsy or completion of the coroner's investigation, if the investigation
reveals that an autopsy is not required, the coroner shall release the body to the family or friends for burial.

(2) The coroner shall arrange for the disposition of paupers, preferably by a Louisiana licensed funeral
home. The disposition expenses shall not exceed the actual cost of the service, and shall be paid by the parish
or municipality of the decedent's domicile, if located in Louisiana, or by the parish or municipality where the
death occurred if the decedent's domicile is not in Louisiana, and the coroner serving that parish or
municipality shall assume jurisdiction of the case and accept the remains for future disposition pursuant to the
law. Disposition expenses for patients or residents of any state-operated health care or treatment facility shall
be paid by the state. The state or any coroner may establish a maximum amount which it shall pay for
individual disposition expenses.

B.(1) If an individual gives all or any part of his body for any purpose authorized by R.S. 17:2353 in
the manner specified in R.S. 17:2354, and no autopsy is required or permitted under the provisions of R.S.
13:5713, then the coroner shall promptly deliver the gift to the donee in accordance with the provisions of the
Anatomical Gift Act (R.S. 17:2351 through 2355). If an individual authorized by R.S. 17:2352(B) gives all or
any part of a deceased's body for any purpose authorized by R.S. 17:2353 in the manner specified in R.S.
17:2354, and no autopsy is required or permitted under the provisions of R.S. 13:5713, then the coroner shall
cooperate with such individual by promptly delivering the gift to the donee in accordance with the provisions
of the Anatomical Gift Act (R.S. 17:2351 through 2355). Any coroner, or agent or employee thereof, who acts
in good faith when delivering an anatomical gift in accordance with this Section shall not be held liable for
damages in any civil litigation or be subjected to any criminal prosecution for his actions. Any individual
authorized by R.S. 17:2352(B) to make an anatomical gift may enforce the provisions of this Paragraph by
immediately secking an order from a district judge in the judicial district where the donor died or resided. The
intent of this Paragraph is to facilitate prompt delivery of donated organs to satisfy the wishes of organ donors
and ensure the viability of donated organs for their intended use.

(2) The coroner may authorize the removal of a decedent's eyes for donation to a donee authorized to
become a donee under the provisions of R.S. 17:2353 upon request of any bank or storage facility, hospital,
physician or surgeon, provided all of the following are true:

(a) The decedent who may provide the eyes is located within the parish of the coroner's jurisdiction.

(b) Following a good faith effort to locate decedent's next of kin for the purpose of obtaining consent
for the removal of the eyes, the coroner knows of no objection by next of kin.

(c) The removal of the eyes will not interfere with the subsequent course of an investigation or autopsy
or alter the facial appearance of the decedent.

(3) The coroner may authorize the removal of a decedent's kidneys for donation to a donee authorized
to become a donee under the provisions of R.S. 17:2353 upon request of any bank or storage facility, hospital,
physician or surgeon, provided all of the following are true:

(a) The decedent who may provide the kidneys is located within the parish of the coroner's jurisdiction.

(b) Following a good faith effort to locate decedent's next of kin for the purpose of obtaining consent
for the removal of kidneys, the coroner knows of no objection by next of kin.

(¢) The removal of the kidneys will not interfere with the subsequent course of an investigation or
autopsy or alter the physical appearance of the decedent.

(4) The coroner may authorize the removal of a decedent's heart, lungs, liver, other soft tissue, or bone
for donation to a donee authorized to become a donee under the provisions of R.S. 17:2353 upon request of
any bank or storage facility, hospital, physician or surgeon provided all of the following are true:

(a) The decedent who may provide the heart, lungs, liver, other soft tissue, or bone is located within the
parish of the coroner's jurisdiction.

(b) Following a good faith effort to locate decedent's next of kin for the purpose of obtaining consent
for the removal of heart, lungs, liver, other soft tissue, or bone the coroner knows of no objection by next of
kin.



(c) The removal of the heart, lungs, liver, other soft tissue, or bone will not interfere with the
subsequent course of an investigation er autopsy or alter the physical appearance of the decedent.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 151, §2; Acts 1966, No. 312, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1967; Acts 1984, No. 570,
§1; Acts 1985, No. 241, §1; Acts 1985, No. 455, §1; Acts 1986, No. 551, §1; Acts 1987, No. 55, §1, eff. June
8, 1987; Acts 2001, No. 1177, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1565 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3; Acts
2014, No. 390, §1; Acts 2018, No. 229, §1.

RS 13:5716

§5716. Cremation of bodies

If the cremation of a body is requested, the funeral director shall immediately notify the coroner who
has jurisdiction in the death. If, after the necessary investigation, the coroner is satisfied that there are no
suspicious circumstances surrounding the death, he shall issue a permit for cremation. If the investigation
reveals suspicious circumstances or the reasonable probability of the commission of a crime, the coroner shall
deny the permit.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 151, §2. Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1566
pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.






