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PART II. BURIAL OF UNCLAIMED BODIES;
ADMINISTRATION OF SUCCESSIONS OF $500 OR LESS
§1551. Disposition of remains

A.(1) Upon oral or written refusal by the person or persons authorized in R.S. 8:655 to provide for the
disposition of the remains of a decedent, the coroner is authorized to immediately release the remains of the
decedent to any interested person who will claim the remains and provide for the disposition of the remains.

(2) The coroner shall have and exercise custody over the remains of all persons who die within the parish
and whose remains are abandoned, not claimed, or unclaimed by the person or persons authorized in R.S. 8:655, or
by the person to whom the coroner has released the remains under the provision of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection,
and the remains of persons that are abandoned while in the possession of a funeral establishment as provided in
Subsection C of this Section. If the decedent had no known property or assets of a sufficient value to defray the
expenses of disposition, the coroner shall make such disposition of the remains of the decedent as is otherwise
provided by law for indigents.

B. If a decedent's remains are not claimed, unclaimed, or abandoned, and the decedent had known assets or
property of a sufficient value to defray the expenses of disposition, the coroner shall arrange for disposition of the
remains within thirty days, preferably by a recognized funeral establishment. The invoices for the expenses of
disposition shall be forwarded to the public administrator if there is one in the parish or to the clerk of the district
court if there is no public administrator, and the person or official authorized by law to be appointed administrator of
the succession of the decedent shall provide for the payment of the disposition expenses out of the assets of the
decedent in accordance with the existing provisions of law for the administration of successions and in accordance
with the provisions of this Part.

C.(1) If the remains of a decedent in the possession of a funeral establishment have been abandoned, the
funeral establishment shall notify by a written, notarized document, the coroner for the parish of the decedent's
domicile stating the factual history and circumstances of the abandonment. This document shall include but not be
limited to the following information:

(a) All known next of kin, any alleged next of kin or family member, any interested party including
organizations, whether government or private, and any other person contacted by the funeral home or healthcare
facility regarding the deceased.

(b) Any known assets of the deceased, including but not limited to insurance policies, pending claims
whether or not under litigation, any potential unresolved claims, or any other asset of any kind.

(c) Any status of the decedent including but not limited to veteran's status, federal or state employment or
retirement status, past or present law enforcement status, religious affiliations of any kind, and last known
employment.

(d) All documents and records of any kind in the possession of the funeral establishment or healthcare
provider, written or electronic, generated regarding the deceased, including but not limited to any medical records of
any kind.

(2) Upon receipt by the coroner of the notarized document, complete with all records attached thereto, the
funeral establishment shall transport the human remains of the decedent at their costs to the coroner of the parish of
the decedent's domicile, if located in Louisiana, or to the coroner of the parish where the death occurred if the
decedent's domicile is not in Louisiana, who shall assume jurisdiction of the case, and accept the remains for future
disposition all in accordance with law.

D. For purposes of this Section, remains of a decedent in the possession of a funeral establishment or
healthcare facility shall be deemed abandoned if the person or persons authorized in R.S. 8:655 or in Subsection A
of this Section to control the disposition refuses orally or in writing to make arrangement or provide for the
disposition of the decedent, or fails to make arrangement or to provide for the disposition of the remains of a
decedent after death at a healthcare facility or after the remains are in the possession of the funeral establishment.

E. Once coroner jurisdiction over abandoned, not claimed, or unclaimed remains has been established, all
rights to control the disposition of the remains as listed in R.S. 8:655(A) are waived and terminated. The coroner
shall then take and exercise custody of the remains for disposition pursuant to the provisions in this Section.

F.(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the coroner may donate tissue or biological
samples to an individual who is affiliated with an established search and rescue dog organization for the purpose of
training a dog to search for human remains. Any request for biological sample donation shall be made to the coroner



on the letterhead of the requesting organization and signed by the director, manager, or individual overseeing the
rescue dog training program. Donations of tissue or biological samples shall not be more than twenty-eight grams
per tissue type.

(2) For purposes of this Subsection, a person shall be deemed affiliated with an established search and rescue
dog organization if he presents to the coroner a signed letter from his director, manager, or other supervisor
authorizing the request for biological samples.

Added by Acts 1963, No. 92, §1; Acts 2001, No. 326, §1; Acts 2010, No. 175, §2; Acts 2015, No. 270, §2,
eff. July 1, 2015; Acts 2016, No. 628, §1, eff. June 17, 2016.
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§1552. Administration of successions of value of five hundred dollars or less

A. Upon notification by the coroner of the burial of a person pursuant to the provisions of this Part, the
public administrator or the clerk of the district court, as the case may be, shall cause the successions of such persons
to be opened judicially in accordance with the existing provisions of law relative to vacant successions if the judicial
opening of the succession is required by law and the succession has not been opened judicially by other proceedings
within the delays provided by law. If the assets of the succession are of the value of five hundred dollars or less, the
person or official who qualifies as administrator of the succession if the succession is opened judicially, or the
official authorized by law to be appointed administrator but who does not judicially open the succession when the
judicial opening of the succession is not required by law, shall not be entitled to any of the fees or compensation
otherwise provided by law for the administration of vacant successions until and unless all expenses of burial have
been paid in full and there shall be no costs of court, sheriff's costs, or fees payable out of the assets of the
succession other than the costs of advertising when required by law, until and unless all expenses of burial have
been paid in full.

B. The administrator of a vacant succession of the value of five hundred dollars or less shall pay the
expenses of the burial of the decedent out of the assets of the succession. Any remaining assets of the decedent in
such a succession shall be sold in accordance with law and the proceeds delivered by the administrator to the parish
coroner to defray the expenses of the office of the coroner in the administration of the provisions of this Part.

C. The officials authorized by law to be appointed administrators of vacant successions shall have authority
to administer those successions having assets of a value of five hundred dollars or less, and having no immovable
property, in accordance with the procedure in Articles 3431 through 3434 of the Code of Civil Procedure pertaining
to small successions. The officials shall execute the affidavits required by Article 3432 of the Code of Civil
Procedure for heirs or surviving spouses, setting forth the additional fact that no friends or relatives or heirs of the
decedent claimed the body of the decedent and that the decedent's burial was provided by the coroner pursuant to the
provisions of this Part. Upon the execution of an affidavit, the official authorized to be appointed administrator of
the vacant succession shall have authority to receive all property and funds of the decedent and to execute a receipt
and release therefor in accordance with the provisions of Article 3434 of the Code of Civil Procedure applicable to
heirs or surviving spouses. No judicial opening of the succession shall be required, and the official authorized
hereby to act shall sell any property of the decedent, other than immovables, without inventory, appraisement,
advertisement, or judicial authorization at private sale upon the terms and conditions and for a price the official
shall determine in his sound discretion. The proceeds of such sales and the funds of the decedent shall be disbursed
in accordance with the provisions of this Section.

D. No coroner, public administrator, or clerk of court shall be liable for any good faith acts taken or
performed by him or pursuant to his direction in the performance of his duties or in the exercise of his sound
discretion pursuant to the provisions of this Part. No bond shall be required of the officials for the faithful
performance of the additional duties imposed by this Part. ‘

E. Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 175, §6.

Added by Acts 1963, No. 92, §1; Acts 2010, No. 175, §§2, 6.
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§29. Coroners

Section 29. In each parish a coroner shall be elected for a term of four years. He shall be a licensed
physician and possess the other qualifications and perform the duties provided by law. The requirement
that he be a licensed physician shall be inapplicable in any parish in which no licensed physician will
accept the office.
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§30. Vacancies

Section 30. When a vacancy occurs in the following offices, the duties of the office, until it is filled
by election as provided by law, shall be assumed by the persons herein designated: (1) sheriff, by the chief
criminal deputy; (2) district attorney, by the first assistant; (3) clerk of a district court, by the chief deputy;
(4) coroner, by the chief deputy. If there is no such person to assume the duties when the vacancy occurs,
the governing authority or authorities of the parish or parishes concerned shall appoint a qualified person to
assume the duties of the office until filled by election.
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§31. Reduction of Salaries and Benefits Prohibited
Section 31. The salary and retirement benefits of an attorney general, district attorney, sheriff,
coroner, or clerk of the district court shall not be diminished during his term of office.
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§5703. Justice of peace to substitute for coroner

A justice of the peace, upon authorization by the coroner of the parish, may perform those duties of the
coroner as requested in the authorization.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 151, §2. Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1553 pursuant to
Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5704. Qualifications

A. The coroner shall be a physician licensed by the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners to practice
medicine in the state of Louisiana. This requirement shall be waived in any parish in which no licensed physician
qualifies to run for the office.

B. The coroner shall be a resident of the parish. However, a licensed physician who is not a resident of the
parish but who maintains a full-time medical practice at a principal medical office facility in the parish may qualify
for and hold the office.

Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Acts 1999, No. 636, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1554
pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.

NOTE: Acts 1999, No. 636, §2 provides that the Act (which added Subsection B) "shall apply to all

elections for the office of coroner held on or after the effective date."
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§5702. Conservator of the peace

The coroner shall be a conservator of the peace.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 151, §2. Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1552 pursuant to
Acts 2011, No. 248, §3. ‘
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CHAPTER 36 CORONERS
PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS
§5701 Election; term of office; bond

A. In each parish, there shall be a coroner. Except for the parish of Orleans, he shall be elected at the
gubernatorial election, shall serve for a term of four years, and shall take office and begin his term on the fourth
Monday in March following election. He shall give bond and security according to law in the sum of two thousand
dollars for the due performance of the duties of his office.

B. There shall be one coroner for the parish of Orleans who shall be elected at the election for parochial and
municipal officers in Orleans Parish, shall serve for a term of four years, and shall take office on the first Monday in
May following election. He shall give bond and security according to law in the sum of twenty-five thousand
dollars for the due performance of the duties of his office.

Amended by Acts 1980, No. 541, §2, eff. July 23, 1980; Acts 1981, No. 122, §3. Acts 1984, No. 570, §1;
Redesignated from R.S. 33:1551 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5705. Deputy coroners, assistant coroners, secretaries, stenographers, clerks, investigators, technicians, official
photographer and other helpers; compensation

A. Each coroner may appoint one or more deputy coroners to perform his duties. They shall possess at least
the same qualifications as the coroner and be paid by the coroner appointing them or by arrangement with the parish
governing authority if the coroner is on a salary basis. A person may serve as a deputy coroner on a part-time basis
in more than one parish. The tenure of the appointment shall be determined by the appointing coroner but shall not
be longer than the coroner's term of office. The coroner shall be responsible for the acts of his deputy coroners.

B. Each coroner may appoint one or more assistant coroners to perform his duties. They shall be paid by the
coroner appointing them or by arrangement with the parish governing authority if the coroner is paid on a salary
basis. A person may serve as an assistant coroner on a part-time basis in more than one parish. The tenure of the
appointment shall be determined by the appointing coroner but shall not be longer than the coroner's term of office.
The coroner shall be responsible for the acts of his assistant coroners.

C. The coroner may appoint any necessary secretaries, stenographers, clerks, technicians, investigators,
official photographers, or other helpers. The salaries of these employees shall be paid by the coroner out of his fees
or by arrangement with the parish governing authority if the coroner is on a salary basis. All deputies and assistants
of the coroner shall, before beginning their duties, take an oath of office and the oath shall be entered on the records
of the court.

Repealed by Acts 1972, No. 154, §4. Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Acts 1990, No. 748, §1; Redesignated from
R.S. 33:1555 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3; Acts 2015, No. 302, §2.
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§5706. Fees for coroner's services

A.(1) The coroner shall receive:

(@) For every investigation, including issuing necessary papers and reports, fifty dollars.

(b) For viewing bodies, fifty dollars.

(c) For the performance of an autopsy, a fee of not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor more than three
hundred dollars, at the discretion of the governing authority of the parish or municipality, and the cost of any
laboratory tests actually incurred.

(d) For attendance or testimony in any case in court in matters arising from his official duties, seventy-five
dollars per day per case.

(e) A fee of fifty dollars for papers issued in each interdiction case or commitment of mental or incompetent
case.

(2) The attending or assisting physicians in interdiction or commitment cases shall also receive a fee of fifty
dollars.

(3) The coroner shall receive a reasonable fee or compensation, as agreed to by the coroner and the
governing authority of the parish or municipality, for any physical or mental examination or investigation when
requested by the district attorney, any judge, sheriff, chief of police, or by any responsible citizen or resident when
acting in good faith in an emergency and in the furtherance of the public good and safety.

(4) These amounts shall be in addition to any necessary expenses that may be incurred.

(5) The provisions of this Subsection shall only apply to coroners on a fee basis.

(6) Notwithstanding any provision of this Section to the contrary, the affirmative approval of the governing
authority of the parish or municipality shall be required for the coroner to charge more than two hundred fifty
dollars for the performance of an autopsy. In addition, the affirmative approval of the governing authority of the
parish or municipality shall be required for the coroner to charge for any expense, tests, costs, or other fees, when
the charge for such expenses, tests, costs, or other fees exceed the maximum charges established in the coroner's
annual fee schedule. In such fee schedule, the coroner shall list all fees for which a charge of fifty dollars is
authorized by law. Such schedule shall be filed with the governing authority of each affected parish or municipality
not later than the last day of January of each year.

B.(1) All necessary or unavoidable expenses, including supplies, incident to the operation and functioning of
the coroner's office shall be paid by the parish when such expenses are certified by the coroner as being necessary or
unavoidable.

(2) When quarters for the coroner's office or a morgue are established by the parish, the parish shall furnish
essential supplies and equipment for the office or morgue.

(3) The parish shall pay the fees for all mental or physical examinations or investigations, commitments,
interdictions, court attendance, or testimony and a just fee or remuneration for attending parish prisoners.

C.(1) When a death occurs and the death appears to have been due to natural causes, the coroner of the
parish of domicile of the deceased shall be responsible for any investigation into the cause and manner of death and
for any examination of the body or autopsy.

(2) When a death occurs and a crime or accident is suspected, the coroner of the parish where the crime or
accident occurred shall be responsible for any investigation into the cause and manner of death and for any
examination of the body or autopsy.

(3) It shall be the duty of the coroner who makes the final investigation to release the body for burial.

D.(1) The parish or municipality in which the deceased was domiciled, in the case of a death due to natural
causes, or the parish or municipality in which the accident or crime occurred, in the case of a death due to other than
natural causes, shall pay the coroner's fees and any necessary fees for the investigation and the cost of any autopsy
including the cost of transporting the body. However, if the coroner of the parish in which the death occurred
initially viewed the body or investigated the death, the fees for such viewing or investigation shall be paid to him by
the parish or municipality in which the death occurred.

(2) When a natural death occurs outside the parish of domicile, the coroner of the parish where the death
occurs shall forward all information from the initial investigation to the coroner of the parish where the decedent
was domiciled. The coroner of the parish of domicile shall complete all the necessary documents, including the
death certificate.



(3) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, when a death occurs at any state operated health care or
treatment facility, any fee paid by the parish governing authority for the viewing and investigation of a body shall be
reimbursed by the state. However, this shall not relieve the parish governing authority of the obligation to promptly
pay the fee upon being billed therefor.

E. When a death occurs and the death was due to natural causes, the coroner's fees and expenses, including
the cost of transporting the body, shall be paid by the municipality in which the deceased was domiciled or by the
parish if the deceased was domiciled in the parish outside of a municipality. When a death occurs and the death was
due to other than natural causes, the coroner's fees and expenses including the cost of transporting the body shall be
paid by the municipality in which the crime or accident occurred or by the parish if the crime or accident occurred in
the parish outside of a municipality.

F. Nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting the payment by the parish or municipality of all
necessary or unavoidable expenses certified by the coroner.

G. Payment of fees for coroners' services related to admittance or commitment of patients or residents to any
state-operated health care or treatment facility shall be made by a parish immediately upon such admittance or
commitment at the option of the coroner rendering such services.

H. Notwithstanding provisions of this Section requiring payments by the parish of fees and expenses for
autopsies, when the coroner is responsible for autopsies of six or more persons whose deaths occur within a period

of thirty days and during or as the result of a common accident or a disaster, as defined by R.S. 29:704(1),! the
coroner may apply for payment of such fees and expenses to any federal, state, local, or interjurisdictional agency

having disaster relief funds available for expenditure for such purposes, pursuant to R.S. 29:701 et seq.l or other
law, or, if no such funds are available, to the interim emergency board, pursuant to R.S. 39:461 et seq.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 151, §2; Acts 1977, No. 52, §1; Acts 1978, No. 429, §1; Acts 1984, No. 570, §1;
Acts 1985, No. 241, §1; Acts 1985, No. 614, §1, eff. July 16, 1985; Acts 1986, No. 311, §1; Acts 1987, No. 878, §1;
Acts 1988, No. 375, §1; Acts 1990, No. 762, §1; Acts 1991, No. 620, §1; Acts 1992, No. 599, §1; Redesignated from
R.S. 33:1556 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.

IRepealed by Acts 1993, No. 800, §3, eff. June 22, 1993.
NOTE: See Acts 1991, No. 620, §2.
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§5707. Payment of fees for coroner's services; Caddo Parish

Notwithstanding any provision of this Part to the contrary, all necessary or unavoidable expenses, including
supplies, incident to the operation and functioning of the Caddo Parish coroner's office, in accordance with a budget
approved by the city and the parish governing authorities, shall be paid by the governing authorities of the parish of
Caddo and the city of Shreveport when such expenses are certified by the coroner as being necessary or
unavoidable. For the purposes of this Section, the parish of Caddo and the city of Shreveport shall each pay their
portion of the necessary or unavoidable expenses for the coroner's services on the basis of the percentage of all
coroner's services performed on behalf of the parish of Caddo and the city of Shreveport, respectively.

Acts 1995, No. 388, §1, eff. June 16, 1995; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1556.1 pursuant to Acts 2011, No.

248, §3.
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§5708. Orleans Parish; coroners, employees; compensation

The salaries of the coroner, assistant coroners, and other employees of the office of the coroner of Orleans
Parish shall be set by the city council and paid by the city of New Orleans.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 151, §2. Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1557 pursuant to
Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5709. Expense of investigation and autopsy; Lincoln Parish

In the parish of Lincoln, the parish or municipality within which an investigation or autopsy is held shall pay
the expense thereof, together with the coroner's fees, when the coroner makes out an account of the expenses and
certifies under oath that the charges are not more than authorized by law; however, the Lincoln Parish police jury
may by resolution assume all responsibility for expenses of the coroner including but not limited to fees for
autopsies, costs of medical supplies, and costs of transporting the body.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 151, §2; Acts 1966, No. 312, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1967; Acts 1968, No. 332, §1; Acts
1972, No. 555, §1; Acts 1976, No. 331, §1; Acts 1978, No. 398, §1; Acts 1981, No. 678, §1, eff. Aug. 1, 1981; Acts
1983, No. 199, §1; Acts 1983, No. 398, §1; Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1558 pursuant to
Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5710. Coroner's experts; fees

The coroner may contract with any competent physician or other expert to assist in the conduct of an
investigation or autopsy. The physician or other expert, upon the certificate of the coroner, shall be paid by the
parish or municipality such compensation for his services as shall be mutually agreed upon by the coroner and
governing authority of the parish or municipality responsible for the expenses of the investigation or autopsy.
However, such compensation, including any expenses, tests, costs, or fees, shall not exceed the sum of five hundred
dollars, unless otherwise mutually agreed upon by the coroner and the chief executive officer or chief fiscal officer
of the parish or municipality.

Acts 1989, No. 434, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1560 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5711. Right to fee as expert witness

No coroner, deputy coroner, or assistant coroner testifying in his official capacity shall be required to give
expert opinion or testimony in any court, except in the line of duty as coroner. Any coroner, deputy coroner, or
assistant coroner called as an expert witness in a professional capacity shall testify and shall be paid the expert fee
not to exceed the accepted standard in his field of expertise.

Acts 1989, No. 204, §2; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1561 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5712. Notification of death under suspicious circumstances; penalties for failure to comply

A. A physician or other person having knowledge of a death under sudden, accidental, violent, or suspicious
circumstances or without medical attendance within twenty-four hours prior to death shall immediately notify the
coroner of the death.

B. Before removing any such body from the place where death occurred or preparing same for burial or
shipment or destroying any clothing or other evidence connected with the body, an undertaker, embalmer, or other
person shall first notify the coroner and receive permission from the coroner.

C. A physician or other person reporting the death of any patient with a known or diagnosed virulent
contagious disease, including acquired immune deficiency syndrome and including deceased individuals who are
known carriers of any such disease but whose death is due to other causes, shall notify the coroner of such disease.

D. Any person who fails to comply with the provisions of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more than five thousand dollars.

Amended by Acts 1966, No. 312, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1967; Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Acts 1987, No. 878, §1;
Redesignated from R.S. 33:1562 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3; Acts 2015, No. 302, §2.
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§5713. Duties; autopsies and investigations

A. The coroner shall either view the body or make an investigation into the cause and manner of death in all
cases involving the following:

(1) Suspicious, unexpected, or unusual deaths.

(2) Sudden or violent deaths.

(3) Deaths due to unknown or obscure causes or in any unusual manner.

(4) Bodies found dead.

(5) Deaths due to suspected suicide or homicide.

(6) Deaths in which poison is suspected.

(7) Any death from natural causes occurring in a hospital under twenty-four hours of admission.

(8) Deaths following an injury or accident either old or recent.

(9) Deaths due to drowning, hanging, burns, electrocution, gunshot wounds, stabs or cutting, lightning,
starvation, radiation, exposure, alcoholism, addiction, tetanus, strangulation, suffocation, or smothering.

(10) Deaths due to trauma from whatever cause.

(11) Deaths due to criminal means or by casualty.

(12) Deaths in prison or while serving a sentence.

(13) Deaths due to virulent contagious disease that might be caused by or cause a public hazard, including
acquired immune deficiency syndrome.

B.(1) The coroner may perform or cause to be performed by a competent physician an autopsy in any case in
his discretion. The coroner shall perform or cause to be performed by a competent physician an autopsy in the case
of any death where there is a reasonable probability that the violation of a criminal statute has contributed to the
death.

(2) The coroner or the district attorney may order the disinterment of any dead body within his jurisdiction
under the direction or supervision of the person ordering the disinterment or his designee, and may authorize the
removal of such dead body to a place designated by the person ordering the disinterment for the purpose of
examination and autopsy and, when such is completed, order the reinterment of the body.

(3) The coroner may hold any dead body for any length of time that he deems necessary. However, the
coroner shall expedite any investigation at the scene of an accident involving a fatality so as not to unduly delay the
removal of the dead body from the accident scene. However, if a bodily substance sample for a toxicology screen is
extracted at the accident scene, the extraction procedure shall be performed outside of public view.

(4)(a) He may remove and retain for testing or examination any specimens, organs, or other portion of the
remains of the deceased that he may deem necessary or advisable as possible evidence before a grand jury or court,
subject to the limitation set forth in R.S. 32:661(A)(2).

(b) The coroner may also remove and retain any specimens or organs of the deceased which in his discretion
are necessary or desirable for anatomical, bacteriological, chemical, or toxicological examination, subject to the
limitation set forth in R.S. 32:661(A)(2).

C.(1)(a) The coroner shall perform or cause to be performed by a competent physician an autopsy in all cases
of infants under the age of one year who die unexpectedly without explanation.

(b) The autopsy shall include microscopic and toxicology studies.

(c) The coroner shall furnish a death certificate based upon his autopsy with his statement, to the best of his
knowledge, of the cause and manner of death.

(2) If the coroner finds that the cause of death was Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, he shall notify the
director of the parish health unit within forty-eight hours after such determination.

(3) In preparing the certificate of death, the coroner may not, in lieu of an autopsy, rely on statements of
relatives, persons in attendance during the last sickness, persons present at the time of death, or other persons having
adequate knowledge of the facts, even if such data may be permitted in other cases in this Section.

(4) The coroner shall not perform an autopsy if the parents of the infant provide to the coroner their objection
in writing, unless the coroner finds that the facts surrounding the death require that an autopsy be performed in the
interest of the public safety, public health, or public welfare.

D. If the family of the deceased objects to an autopsy on religious grounds, the autopsy shall not be
performed unless the coroner finds that the facts surrounding the death require that an autopsy be performed in the



interest of the public safety, public health, or public welfare. In such cases the coroner shall provide the family his
written reasons for the necessity of the autopsy.

E.(1) The coroner shall furnish a death certificate based on his examination, investigation, or autopsy, and he
shall state as best he can the cause and manner of death. (2) If it appears that death was due to accident,
suicide, or homicide, he shall so state.

(3) The cause of death, and the manner or mode in which the death occurred, as incorporated in the death
certificate as provided in the Vital Statistics Laws, R.S. 40:32 et seq., filed with the division of vital records of the
Louisiana Department of Health, shall be the legally accepted cause of death, unless the court of the parish in which
the death occurred, after a hearing, directs otherwise.

(4) In the case of a death without medical attendance, if there is no reason to suspect the death was due to
violence, casualty, or undue means, the coroner may make the certificate of death from the statement of relatives,
persons in attendance during the last sickness, persons present at the time of death, or other persons having adequate
knowledge of the facts.

F. The coroner shall implement, fulfill, and comply with all obligations, duties, and requirements imposed
upon him by R.S. 40:1216.1 and by the regional sexual assault response plan approved for the coroner's health
service district pursuant thereto, which the coroner shall annually sign to indicate his approval pursuant to R.S.
40:1216.1(E)(4).

G.(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, when the coroner is required to furnish
information for the issuance of a death certificate by the office of vital statistics, the coroner shall do so within ten
working days after the receipt of all test and investigation results or information associated with the investigation
into the cause and manner of death.

(2) If the coroner is unable to furnish the information required pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection
within ten days after taking charge of the case, upon request, the coroner shall issue a written statement attesting to
the fact of death, which shall constitute proof of death for all purposes, including but not limited to any claim under
any policy of insurance issued on the life of the deceased individual.

H. In deaths investigated by the coroner where he is not able to establish the identity of the dead body by
visual means, fingerprints, or other identifying data, the coroner shall have a qualified dentist or forensic
anthropologist or forensic pathologist carry out a dental examination of the dead body. If the coroner, with the aid of
the dental examination, is still not able to establish the identity of the dead body, the coroner shall prepare and
forward the dental examination and other identifying records to state and local law enforcement agencies. When the
dead body may be that of an individual under the age of eighteen years, the coroner shall send this information to
the Missing and Exploited Children Information Clearinghouse within the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections, office of state police.

L.(1) Liability shall not be imposed on an elected coroner or his support staff based upon the exercise or
performance or the failure to exercise or perform their policymaking or discretionary acts when such acts are within
the course and scope of their lawful powers and duties.

(2) The provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection are not applicable to any of the following:

(a) To acts or omissions which are not reasonably related to the legitimate governmental objective for which
the policymaking or discretionary power exists.

(b) To acts or omissions which constitute criminal, fraudulent, malicious, intentional, willful, outrageous,
reckless, or flagrant misconduct.

(3) The legislature finds and states that the purpose of this Subsection is not to reestablish any immunity
based on the status of sovereignty but rather to clarify the substantive content and parameters of application of such
legislatively created codal articles and laws and also to assist in the implementation of Article II of the Constitution
of Louisiana.

J. Upon request, the Department of Children and Family Services shall be entitled to obtain at no charge the
name, age, preliminary diagnosis, and manner of death of a deceased minor or any other findings of abuse or neglect
of the minor from the office of the coroner conducting the autopsy while the final autopsy is pending. If the coroner
finds that the cause of death of a minor child was due to abuse or neglect or finds evidence of any other abuse or
neglect of the child, he shall notify the Department of Children and Family Services. The coroner shall provide the
department with his findings in a timely manner, or immediately when requested to protect any other minor child.

K. If the coroner is unable, unwilling, unqualified, or has a conflict of interest in performing any of the duties
provided for in this Section, the duty may be performed by the coroner of an adjacent parish or parish in the same
regional health service district. The attorney general shall determine whether a conflict exists or if the coroner is
unqualified, based on all available facts and circumstances.



L. and M. Repealed by Acts 2018, No. 621, §4.
Amended by Acts 1966, No. 312, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1967; Acts 1981, No. 211, §1; Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Acts

1985, No. 240, §1; Acts 1985, No. 241, §1; Acts 1986, No. 311, §1; Acts 1986, No. 591, §1; Acts 1987, No. 878, §1;
Acts 1988, No. 834, §1; Acts 1999, No. 761, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Acts 1999, No. 1226, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1293,
§1; Acts 1999, No. 1354, §2; Acts 2001, No. 1177, §1; Acts 2003, No. 794, §1; Acts 2011, No. 70, §1; Redesignated
from R.S. 33:1563 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3; Acts 2014, No. 390, §1; Acts 2014, No. 602, §3, eff. June 12,
2014; Acts 2015, No. 229, §1, eff. June 23, 2015; Acts 2016, No. 578, §1, eff. June 17, 2016; Acts 2017, No. 141,
§1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2018, No. 621, §§1 and 4; Acts 2024, No. 354, §1, eff. May 28, 2024.

NOTE: See Acts 2003, No. 794, §2, relative to applicability.
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§5714. Notification of next of kin

A. The coroner or his designee shall make every reasonable effort to notify the next of kin in all cases of
deaths for which he has jurisdiction including but not limited to deaths enumerated in R.S. 13:5713(A).

B. In all other cases, including cases where a person dies of natural causes, the following persons or their
designees shall make every reasonable effort to notify the next of kin within forty-eight hours of discovery of the
death:

(1) The administrator of the hospital in which the person dies.

(2) The administrator or executive director of the nursing home or other facility in which the person dies.

(3) The chief of police or other chief officer of a local law enforcement agency which discovers the body of
the deceased.

C. Repealed by Acts 2018, No. 621, §4.

Repealed by Acts 1966, No. 312, §3, eff. Jan. 1, 1967. Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Acts 1985, No. 241, §1; Acts
1993, No. 491, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1293, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1564 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3;
Acts 2018, No. 621, §4.
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§5715. Delivery of body; disposition of paupers; anatomical gifts; kidney or eye removal; limitation of liability

A.(1) Upon completion of an autopsy or completion of the coroner's investigation, if the investigation reveals
that an autopsy is not required, the coroner shall release the body to the family or friends for disposition.

(2) The coroner shall arrange for the disposition of paupers, preferably by a Louisiana licensed funeral home.
The disposition expenses shall not exceed the actual cost of the service, and shall be paid by the parish or
municipality of the decedent's domicile, if located in Louisiana, or by the parish or municipality where the death
occurred if the decedent's domicile is not in Louisiana, and the coroner serving that parish or municipality shall
assume jurisdiction of the case and accept the remains for future disposition pursuant to the law. Disposition
expenses for patients or residents of any state-operated health care or treatment facility shall be paid by the state.
The state or any coroner may establish a maximum amount which it shall pay for individual disposition expenses.

B.(1) If an individual gives all or any part of his body for any purpose authorized by R.S. 17:2353 in the
manner specified in R.S. 17:2354, and no autopsy is required or permitted under the provisions of R.S. 13:5713,
then the coroner shall promptly deliver the gift to the donee in accordance with the provisions of the Anatomical
Gift Act (R.S. 17:2351 through 2355). If an individual authorized by R.S. 17:2352(B) gives all or any part of a
deceased's body for any purpose authorized by R.S. 17:2353 in the manner specified in R.S. 17:2354, and no
autopsy is required or permitted under the provisions of R.S. 13:5713, then the coroner shall cooperate with such
individual by promptly delivering the gift to the donee in accordance with the provisions of the Anatomical Gift Act
(R.S. 17:2351 through 2355). Any coroner, or agent or employee thereof, who acts in good faith when delivering an
anatomical gift in accordance with this Section shall not be held liable for damages in any civil litigation or be
subjected to any criminal prosecution for his actions. Any individual authorized by R.S. 17:2352(B) to make an
anatomical gift may enforce the provisions of this Paragraph by immediately seeking an order from a district judge
in the judicial district where the donor died or resided. The intent of this Paragraph is to facilitate prompt delivery of
donated organs to satisfy the wishes of organ donors and ensure the viability of donated organs for their intended
use.

(2) The coroner may authorize the removal of a decedent's eyes for donation to a donee authorized to
become a donee under the provisions of R.S. 17:2353 upon request of any bank or storage facility, hospital,
physician or surgeon, provided all of the following are true:

(a) The decedent who may provide the eyes is located within the parish of the coroner's jurisdiction.

(b) Following a good faith effort to locate decedent's next of kin for the purpose of obtaining consent for the
removal of the eyes, the coroner knows of no objection by next of kin.

(c) The removal of the eyes will not interfere with the subsequent course of an investigation or autopsy or
alter the facial appearance of the decedent.

(3) The coroner may authorize the removal of a decedent's kidneys for donation to a donee authorized to
become a donee under the provisions of R.S. 17:2353 upon request of any bank or storage facility, hospital,
physician or surgeon, provided all of the following are true:

(a) The decedent who may provide the kidneys is located within the parish of the coroner's jurisdiction.

(b) Following a good faith effort to locate decedent's next of kin for the purpose of obtaining consent for the
removal of kidneys, the coroner knows of no objection by next of kin.

(c) The removal of the kidneys will not interfere with the subsequent course of an investigation or autopsy or
alter the physical appearance of the decedent.

(4) The coroner may authorize the removal of a decedent's heart, lungs, liver, other soft tissue, or bone for
donation to a donee authorized to become a donee under the provisions of R.S. 17:2353 upon request of any bank or
storage facility, hospital, physician or surgeon provided all of the following are true:

(a) The decedent who may provide the heart, lungs, liver, other soft tissue, or bone is located within the
parish of the coroner's jurisdiction.

(b) Following a good faith effort to locate decedent's next of kin for the purpose of obtaining consent for the
removal of heart, lungs, liver, other soft tissue, or bone the coroner knows of no objection by next of kin.

(c) The removal of the heart, lungs, liver, other soft tissue, or bone will not interfere with the subsequent
course of an investigation or autopsy or alter the physical appearance of the decedent.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 151, §2; Acts 1966, No. 312, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1967; Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Acts
1985, No. 241, §1; Acts 1985, No. 455, §1; Acts 1986, No. 551, §1; Acts 1987, No. 55, §1, eff. June 8, 1987; Acts
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§5716. Cremation of bodies

A. If the cremation of a body is requested, the funeral director shall immediately notify the coroner who has
jurisdiction in the death.

B. If, after the necessary investigation, the coroner is satisfied that there are no suspicious circumstances
surrounding the death, the coroner shall issue a permit for cremation.

C. If the investigation reveals suspicious circumstances or the reasonable probability of the commission of a
crime, the coroner shall deny the permit until the coroner's post-mortem examination and evidence collection is
completed. After completion, the coroner may issue a permit for cremation.

D. Upon completion of the coroner's post-mortem examination and evidence collection, the coroner shall
release the body to the family or friends for disposition in accordance with R.S. 13:5715. In any case under coroner
jurisdiction in which the body cannot be released within thirty days of death, the coroner shall notify in writing the
person or persons with the right to dispose of human remains under R.S. 8:655 the reasons for any delay in release
of the body.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 151, §2. Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1566 pursuant to
Acts 2011, No. 248, §3; Acts 2020, No. 113, §1; Acts 2023, No. 332, §1.
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§5717. Retention of decedent's personal effects; moving or disturbing the body of a deceased person; prohibitions

A. The coroner shall take charge of the personal effects and property of the deceased at the scene of death.

As soon as practicable all of the effects and property shall be turned over to the lawful owner after use in court
when needed.

B. The coroner shall collect any physical property or evidence found on the body which relates to the cause
and manner of death or identity of the deceased. The coroner shall request law enforcement officials to collect any
physical property or evidence connected with the cause of death or identity of the deceased which is found at the
scene but not on the body. If law enforcement officials refuse to gather such evidence when requested by the
coroner, the evidence may be collected by the coroner. The evidence or effects shall then be disposed of in
accordance with law.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person without specific authorization from the coroner or his designee, other
than law enforcement or medical personnel, to touch, move, or disturb the body of a deceased person or remove any
personal effects or disturb the immediate area where the body is or has been found, if the deceased person's death
occurred under any circumstances which reasonably suggest that the person's death, either directly or indirectly,
occurred as a result of a violation of law or a coroner's case as defined by law. However, the body may be moved if
it is necessary for the preservation of the body, or if necessary to protect public safety or welfare.

Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Acts 1986, No. 311, §1; Acts 1995, No. 288, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1567
pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5718. Execution of writs and orders directed to predecessor

A coroner may carry into execution all writs and judicial orders directed to his predecessor, which have not
been acted upon by him and may make thereon all necessary returns.

Added by Acts 1966, No. 312, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1967. Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S.
33:1568 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5719. Establishment of parish or municipal laboratory

Any parish or municipality may establish a laboratory for the use of the coroner. In any parish where there is
no coroner's laboratory, the coroner may contract with the coroner or laboratory of another parish to perform such
examinations, analyses, or tests as he deems necessary and advisable. The fees for such examinations, analyses, or
tests shall not exceed those customarily charged in other similarly qualified laboratories. The fees shall be paid by
the governing authority of the parish of origin on approval of the coroner of that parish.

Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1569 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5720. Establishment of forensic laboratory by mutual consent; cost to be shared

A. By agreement of the coroners of any two or more parishes, subject to approval of the governing
authorities of their respective parishes, there may be established a forensic laboratory. The laboratory and its
facilities shall be at the disposal of the coroners and law enforcement officers of the parish.

B. The cost of equipping and maintaining the laboratory shall be shared on a mutually agreeable basis by the
participating parishes.

Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1570 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5721. Regional forensic science center

A.(1) Aregional forensic science center is hereby established to be composed of the parishes of Assumption,
Jefferson, Orleans, Lafourche, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Tammany,
Terrebonne, and Washington.

(2) The center shall be governed by a board of directors to be composed of the coroners of the parishes
comprising the center.

(3) The center shall perform such examinations as the board of directors sees fit as well as perform such
other functions as determined by a majority of the board.

(4) Fees for work performed by the center shall be determined by the board in an amount sufficient to cover
the operating cost of the center.

(5) The cost of equipment and maintenance of the center shall be shared on a just and agreeable basis by the
participating parishes.

B. No inmate within the custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall be housed,
serviced, or maintained at such a center if it is located within one mile of a residential area. An area shall be
considered a residential area if it has been zoned or designated as such by the appropriate local governing authority
or if within an area of one-quarter square mile or larger there is a population density of two thousand or more
persons per square mile.

Acts 1984, No. 570, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1571 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5722. Coroner's Operational Fund established

A.(1) Except as provided in R.S. 13:996.9 and R.S. 13:996.34, in addition to the criminal costs authorized by
law, each judge, including those of city courts, may impose a ten dollar fee on every defendant who is convicted
after trial or plea of guilty, except for traffic violations, which fee shall be dedicated solely to defraying the
operational costs of the office of the coroner of the parish in which the conviction occurred. However, in the district
court in St. Landry Parish, the fee provided in this Section shall be imposed.

(2)(a) In criminal cases, including traffic violations, in all courts in St. Bernard Parish and St. Martin Parish,
a fee of not less than five nor more than ten dollars shall be imposed on every defendant who is convicted after trial
or plea of guilty, which fee shall be used solely to defray the operational costs of the office of the coroner of the
respective parish.

(b) In criminal cases, including traffic violations, in all courts in Iberia Parish, a fee of not less than five nor
more than ten dollars shall be imposed on every defendant who is convicted after trial or plea of guilty, which fee
shall be used solely to defray the operational costs of the office of the coroner of the parish.

(c) In criminal cases, including traffic violations, in all courts in Lafayette Parish, a fee of not less than five
nor more than ten dollars shall be imposed on every defendant who is convicted after trial or plea of guilty, which
fee shall be used solely to defray the operational costs of the office of the coroner of the parish.

(d) In criminal cases, including traffic violations, in the district court in Jefferson Davis Parish, a fee of not
more than five dollars shall be imposed on every defendant who is convicted after trial or plea of guilty, which fee
shall be used solely to defray the operational costs of the office of the coroner of the parish.

(e) Repealed by Acts 2021, No. 327, §2, eff. June 14, 2021.

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 13:62, in criminal cases, including traffic violations, in all courts
in Concordia Parish, a fee of not less than five dollars nor more than ten dollars may be imposed on every defendant
who is convicted after trial or plea of guilty, which fee shall be used solely to defray the operational costs of the
office of the coroner of the parish.

(g) Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 13:62, in criminal cases, including traffic violations, in all courts
in Tensas Parish, East Carroll Parish, and Madison Parish, a fee of not less than five dollars nor more than ten
dollars may be imposed on every defendant who is convicted after trial or plea of guilty, which fee shall be used
solely to defray the operational costs of the office of the coroner of the parish.

(h) In criminal cases, including traffic violations, in all courts in St. Mary Parish, a fee of not less than five
dollars nor more than ten dollars shall be imposed on every defendant who is convicted after trial or plea of guilty,
which fee shall be used solely to defray the operational costs of the office of the coroner of the parish.

(3) The coroner shall not request additional funds from the parish governing authority to defray the
operational costs of his office until all funds provided in this Section have been accounted for.

B. The sheriff or clerk of court collecting criminal court costs shall place all sums collected or received
under this Section into the treasury of the parish in which the coroner holds office, for deposit in a "Coroner's
Operational Fund" account which, upon the request of the coroner, shall be used or paid out in defraying the
operational expenses of the coroner's office. The Coroner's Operational Fund shall be subject to and incorporated
with the regularly scheduled audit of the parish governing authority in accordance with R.S. 24:513.

C. Repealed by Acts 1988, No. 108, §2.

Acts 1988, No. 108, §2; Acts 1989, No. 341, §1; Acts 1989, No. 460, §1; Acts 1993, No. 30, §1; Acts 1993,
No. 392, §1; Acts 1993, No. 393, §1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1572 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3; Acts
2014, No. 234, §1; Acts 2014, No. 455, §1; Acts 2020, No. 135, §1; Acts 2021, No. 327, §§1, 2, eff. June 14, 2021;
Acts 2021, No. 355, §1; eff. June 14, 2021; Acts 2024, No. 379, §1.
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§5723. Title to property in office of coroner

Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 33:4713, the coroner of the parish of Jefferson, or his designee, may
purchase and equip such real property as is necessary in the performance of his duties, including but not limited to a
morgue, regional or local forensic center, and criminalistics lab. The ownership of such real property shall be vested
in the name of the office of the coroner provided no parish funds are expended.

Acts 1993, No. 492, §1; Acts 2011, st Ex. Sess., No. 20, §1, eff. June 12, 2011; Redesignated from R.S.

33:1573 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5727. Alternative funding source for coroners

A. Notwithstanding any other law or jurisprudence to the contrary, the governing authority of the parishes as
provided by Subsection B of this Section shall allow and assist any elected coroner in those parishes to seek and
place on the election ballot a ten year renewable tax of up to three mills of ad valorem tax revenue to be paid for the
sole operation of the office of the coroner, and passage of such ad valorem tax shall relieve the parish from any
further funding obligation. This millage rate election shall be based on the budget of the coroner to provide for
legislative mandated services, and the population of the parish which shall yield a millage value for taxation, subject
to approval by a majority of the electors of the parish.

B. The parishes subject to this Section include: Allen Parish, Bienville Parish, Bossier Parish, Caldwell
Parish, Cameron Parish, Claiborne Parish, Concordia Parish, DeSoto Parish, East Carroll Parish, East Feliciana
Parish, Franklin Parish, Grant Parish, Jackson Parish, LaSalle Parish, Lincoln Parish, Madison Parish, Morehouse
Parish, Natchitoches Parish, Plaquemines Parish, Pointe Coupee Parish, Red River Parish, Richland Parish, Sabine
Parish, St. Helena Parish, St. James Parish, St. Landry Parish, Tensas Parish, Union Parish, Webster Parish, West
Baton Rouge Parish, West Feliciana Parish, and Winn Parish.

Acts 2022, No. 403, §1,
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PART II. ORLEANS PARISH

§5731. Supervision of sanitary conditions at city penal institutions

The coroner of the Parish of Orleans, as ex officio city physician shall exercise general supervision over the
sanitary conditions of all houses of detention and the parish prison in Orleans Parish. He shall have the authority to
thoroughly inspect these institutions as often as he deems necessary and to report to the city council of New Orleans
any recommendations for improvements and alterations in these institutions which will improve the sanitary
condition thereof and secure the health of the inmates and prisoners.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 165, §1; Acts 1971, No. 142, §1; Acts 1978, No. 104, §2; Acts 1984, No. 570,
§1; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1621 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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PART III. JEFFERSON PARISH
§5741. Payment of tax proceeds directly to coroner's office; compensation of coroner and helpers

The proceeds of the tax authorized for the purposes of the coroner's office of the parish of Jefferson by
Section 10 of Article X of the Louisiana Constitution of 1921* shall be paid directly to the coroner's office. The
following items and expenses of the coroner's office shall be paid from the proceeds of the tax:

(1) An annual salary of twenty thousand dollars to the coroner in lieu of all fees for his services as parish
coroner and/or ex officio parish physician or health officer; however, the governing authority of the parish of
Jefferson by a majority vote of its members may increase said salary to an amount deemed advisable by the
governing authority. Said salary shall be payable on his own warrant.

(2) All salaries or fees of deputy or assistant coroners, secretaries, stenographers, clerks, technicians,
investigators, official photographers, or other helpers.

(3) The expenses for maintenance, operation, and equipment for the coroner's office.

Added by Acts 1956, No. 331, §1. Amended by Acts 1972, No. 757, §1; Acts 1981, No. 443, §1;
Redesignated from R.S. 33:1631 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.

*Section 10 of Article X of the Louisiana Constitution of 1921 was not reenacted as a part of the Louisiana
Constitution of 1974, nor was it maintained as a statute by either Section 18 of Article X or Sections 16 and 19 of

Article XIV of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974. But see Section 31 of Article VI of the Louisiana Constitution of
1974,
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§5742. Annual report

The coroner of Jefferson Parish shall prepare and present to the governing body of the parish an annual
report showing the operations of his office, the monies received by it, and the purposes for which the monies were
expended. The coroner shall include in each annual report an estimate of prospective revenues and proposed
expenditures and expenses for the ensuing year. The date upon which this annual report shall be presented shall be
determined by the parish governing authority.

Added by Acts 1956, No. 331, §2; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1632 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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PART IV. JOINT SELF-INSURANCE PROGRAMS
§5751. Definitions

The following words and terms shall have the meaning indicated unless the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:

(1) "Group self-insurance fund" means a pool of public monies established by an interlocal risk management
agency from contributions of its members in order to pool public liability risks, or to purchase a joint policy or
policies of insurance providing protection against said risks, or both.

(2) "Interlocal risk management agency" means an association formed by two or more coroners by written
agreement made pursuant to the provisions of this Part for the development and administration of an interlocal risk
management program and a group self-insurance fund.

(3) "Interlocal risk management program" means a written plan and activities carried out under such plan by
an interlocal risk management agency to reduce risk of loss on account of public liability, including loss prevention
and control techniques and the processing and defense of claims brought against members of the agency.

(4) "Public liability" means liability to which a coroner may be subject either directly or by reason of
liability rising out of an act of his employee, agent, or officer in the course and scope of employment.

Acts 1999, No. 835, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1641 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248,
§3.
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§5752. Authority of coroners to form, join, and participate in interlocal risk management agency; establishment of
self-insurance fund; contributions; records

A. Any two or more coroners may make and execute an intergovernmental agreement among themselves to
establish an interlocal risk management program, to become members of an interlocal risk management agency, to
pool their public liability risks in whole or in part with each other, and to establish a group self-insurance fund. The
interlocal risk management agency, once established, may designate the Louisiana Coroners' Association to
administer any group self-insurance fund so established and to administer the terms and conditions of any interlocal
risk management program entered into between participating coroners. The agency may instead elect to designate
another public or private entity to administer the terms and conditions of the interlocal risk management program
but only the interlocal risk management agency or the Louisiana Coroners' Association may administer the group
self-insurance fund.

B. Contributions of participating coroners to the group self-insurance fund are authorized to be paid from
any funds appropriated for the payment of all expenses of their offices.

C. Any coroner participating in an interlocal risk management program and agency pursuant to this Section
and for whom a contribution is made on behalf of his employee is authorized to secure from the agency and file on
behalf of his employee a certificate of employee participation in the program and the agency in lieu of furnishing a
surety bond which the law may require.

D. All books, records, and files maintained by a third party for the intergovernmental risk management
agency, including but not limited to audit data and all active and inactive claims files, shall at all times be the sole
property of the agency and shall be surrendered immediately to the agency upon demand.

Acts 1999, No. 835, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1642 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248,
§3.
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§5753. Interlocal risk management agency not an insurance company or insurer

An interlocal risk management agency operating an interlocal risk management program is not an insurance
company or an insurer under the laws of this state and the designation by the agency of the Louisiana Coroners'
Association or a third party shall not constitute said association or entity as an insurance company or an insurer
under the laws of this state. The development and the administration by an interlocal risk management agency or the
Louisiana Coroners' Association of a group self-insurance fund for the sole purpose of operating an interlocal risk
management program shall not constitute the business of insurance. Intergovernmental agreements providing for the
creation and maintenance of an interlocal risk management agency shall not be deemed to constitute insurance as
defined by R.S. 22:46; nor shall the interlocal risk management agency or the development of a group self-insurance
fund be subject to the provisions of Chapter 1 of Title 22 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 for public
liability risks as defined in this Part.

Acts 1999, No. 835, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Acts 2008, No. 415, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2009; Redesignated from R.S.
33:1643 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248, §3.
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§5754. Limited liability of members

A coroner shall not by reason of being a member of an interlocal risk management agency and contributing
to the group self-insurance fund be liable to such interlocal risk management agency, to any other member, or to any
claimant against the agency itself, or another member, except for payment of contributions provided for in the
interlocal risk management program and the interlocal risk management agency. No interlocal risk management
agency or program shall have the effect of providing for a donation, in whole or in part, of the public funds of one
coroner's office for the benefit of another.

Acts 1999, No. 835, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1644 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248,
§3.
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§5755. Excess insurance

The interlocal risk management agency may enter into contracts for excess insurance, with the payment of
premiums being made from the contributions of the participating coroners to the group self-insurance fund.

Acts 1999, No. 835, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Redesignated from R.S. 33:1645 pursuant to Acts 2011, No. 248,

§3.
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PART V. WEBSTER PARISH

§5761. Assessment district; creation; boundaries; and governance

A. There is hereby created within the parish of Webster, as more specifically provided in Subsection B of this
Section, a body politic and corporate which shall be known as the "Coroner's Office Funding District", hereinafter in
this Section referred to as the "district". The district shall be a political subdivision of the state as defined in the
Constitution of Louisiana and created for the purpose of funding the office of coroner for Webster Parish.

B. The boundaries of the district shall be coterminous with the boundaries of the parish, and the duly elected
coroner of the parish or a person acting in that capacity, shall be the governing authority of the district.

Acts 2015, No. 346, §1.
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§5762. Authority to tax

A. The district, through its governing authority, may levy and collect an ad valorem tax not to exceed eight
mills on the dollar of assessed valuation on all taxable property situated within the boundaries of the district. The
district may levy the tax only if the amount, term, and purpose of such tax, as set out in a proposition submitted to a
vote in accordance with the Louisiana Election Code, has been approved by a majority of the qualified electors of
the district voting on the proposition at an election held for that purpose.

B. The taxes shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner as all other ad valorem taxes on
property subject to taxation by the parish of Webster.

C. The revenue generated by the tax levied pursuant to this Section is not subject to deductions for retirement
systems.

Acts 2015, No. 346, §1.
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§5763. Tax proceeds; compensation of coroner and employees

The proceeds of the tax shall be used solely and exclusively for the purposes and benefit of the district and in
accordance with the provisions of this Section.

(1) An annual salary shall be paid to the coroner for his services as Webster Parish coroner or ex officio
parish physician or health officer. The coroner's salary shall be payable on his own warrant.

(2) All salaries or fees of deputy or assistant coroners, secretaries, stenographers, clerks, technicians,
investigators, official photographers, or other assistants shall be paid from the proceeds of the tax.

(3) All necessary expenses incidental to and associated with the operation and functions of the coroner's
office including maintenance, utilities, equipment, supplies, goods, and services shall be paid in accordance with the
budget of the office of the coroner.

(4) The parish governing authority or any local municipality shall not be obligated to pay any fee or cost
associated with the operation and administration of the coroner's office.

Acts 2015, No. 346, §1.
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§5764. Powers and duties

A. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the coroner or his designee, may purchase or rent
immovable property as necessary for the performance of the coroner's official duties. The ownership of such
property shall be vested in the name of the office of the coroner for the parish of Webster, provided that all
purchases and rentals are funded through the budget for the office of the coroner.

B. The coroner shall establish and set the salaries and benefits for the deputy coroners, secretaries,
stenographers, clerks, technicians, investigators, official photographers, or any other office assistants subject to the
approval of the parish governing authority.

C. Except as provided for in Subsection E of this Section, the coroner shall be responsible for contracting
and funding all services and obligations including but not limited to autopsies, morgue operations, investigations,
court appearances and testimonies, interdictions and commitments of mental or incompetent cases, and attending or
assisting physicians in interdiction or commitment cases.

D. The coroner shall receive a reasonable fee or compensation for any physical or mental examination or
investigation that is requested by the district attorney, or any judge, sheriff, or chief of police of Webster Parish, or
by any responsible citizen or resident when acting in good faith in an emergency and in the furtherance of the public
good and safety.

E. The parish governing authority shall pay a reasonable fee or remuneration for mental or physical
examinations, investigations, commitments, interdictions, court attendance, or testimony associated with any parish
inmate.

F. Nothing contained in this Section shall be interpreted as diminishing any of the authority of the coroner as
delegated to him in the constitution and laws of this state.

Acts 2015, No. 346, §1.
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PART VI. ST. TAMMANY PARISH
§5771. St. Tammany Parish coroner; qualifications

A. In addition to the qualifications provided for in R.S. 13:5704, in St. Tammany Parish, a person shall
satisfy all of the following in order to serve as coroner:

(1) Be a citizen of the United States.

(2) Be at least twenty-one years of age.

(3) Be of good moral and ethical character and temperate habits.

(4) Not be declared by any court of competent jurisdiction incompetent by reason of mental defect or disease
which has not been restored.

(5) Not have been convicted in any jurisdiction of any aggravated offense as defined in R.S. 15:541, criminal
offense against a victim who is a minor as defined in R.S. 15:541, sex offense as defined in R.S. 15:541, or sexual
offense against a victim who is a minor as defined in R.S. 15:541.

B. Prior to qualifying for an election for coroner in St. Tammany Parish, a person shall certify, under oath,
that the person satisfies the criteria set forth in Subsection A of this Section and shall submit the results of a criminal
history record information obtained from the Louisiana Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information of the
office of state police within the Department of Public Safety and Corrections. The attestation and criminal history
record information shall be presented to the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court to verify eligibility to be a candidate
for coroner.

Acts 2024, No. 526, §1, eff. June 10, 2024.
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§5772. St. Tammany Parish coroner; duties; accountability

A. In addition to the duties provided for in R.S. 13:5713, the coroner in St. Tammany Parish shall maintain
records to account for his time, work product, and expenditures and submit the data to the parish council in a
manner and frequency prescribed by the council.

B. If the council finds that, after being elected, it is determined that the coroner is not in compliance with the
qualifications set forth in R.S. 13:5771, the council may take any action allowable by law to remove the coroner,
including but not limited to an action for malfeasance in office. Nothing in this Subsection shall be construed to
prohibit a recall election pursuant to R.S. 18:1300.1 et seq.

Acts 2024, No. 526, §1, eff. June 10, 2024.
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§5773. St. Tammany Parish; coroner; ad valorem tax; compensation of coroner and employees

A.(1) The sheriff of St. Tammany Parish shall collect and transfer to the governing authority of St. Tammany
Parish all tax revenues from the ad valorem tax levied by St. Tammany Parish for coroner purposes and approved by
a majority of the electors of the parish at an election held for that purpose on November 2, 2004, including any
extensions or renewals.

(2) The St. Tammany Parish coroner's office shall transfer all funds on hand received from the ad valorem
tax to the governing authority of St. Tammany Parish, less and except amounts needed for operation for the
remainder of calendar year 2024, with the amount being determined by the St. Tammany Parish Department of
Finance.

B. The revenues transferred to the governing authority pursuant to Subsection A of this Section shall be
deposited into a special account and expended solely for the purposes set forth in the ad valorem tax proposition
approved by the voters on November 2, 2004, less and except St. Tammany Parish's administrative fees, costs
associated with administration of the ad valorem tax levied, St. Tammany Parish's costs associated with oversight of
the St. Tammany Parish coroner's office including expert fees and costs of investigations and audits, and amounts
necessary to service bonds or other debt obligations secured by the ad valorem tax. St. Tammany Parish shall be
considered to have fully and completely met its obligations to fund the St. Tammany Parish coroner's office as set
forth in R.S. 13:5706 and 5710 for the life of the ad valorem tax. Until the expiration of the ad valorem tax, and
notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, St. Tammany Parish shall not be obligated to pay any other
fee or cost, and all obligations to the coroner are limited as provided for in this Subsection.

C.(1) All salaries or fees associated with the operation of the coroner's office shall be funded and paid from
revenues collected pursuant to Subsection A of this Section.

(2) An annual salary shall be established by the governing authority of the parish of St. Tammany to be paid
to the coroner in lieu of all fees for his services as parish coroner, ex officio parish physician, or health officer. The
salary shall be the average of the salaries of the St. Tammany Parish sheriff, assessor, and clerk.

(3) The coroner shall establish an annual salary for the deputy or assistant coroners, secretaries,
stenographers, clerks, technicians, investigators, official photographers, or other employees.

D. The office of the coroner of St. Tammany Parish shall not own or acquire immovable property. Any and
all immovable property, including buildings, component parts, and other appurtenances, previously owned by St.
Tammany Parish and transferred to the St. Tammany Parish coroner's office shall be transferred to the governing
authority of St. Tammany Parish free and clear of all mortgages, liens, or other encumbrances within six months of
June 10, 2024.

E. Within six months of June 10, 2024, the governing authority of St. Tammany Parish and the St. Tammany
Parish coroner's office shall enter into a restated cooperative endeavor agreement, including but not limited to the
following provisions:

(1) Requiring use of all tax revenues in strict conformity with the tax proposition approved by the voters.

(2) Requiring compliance with public bid and procurement laws.

Acts 2024, No. 526, §1, eff. June 10, 2024.



