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RE: Charges for cremation parmits, N
To whom It may concern,
. - Caroner's Offlce will no longer charge funeral homes for erematlon parmits or body

bags. After reviewing certain laws that regulate fees the coroner can charge we beliave the cos! of cremation
permits and body bags should be paid to the coronar by the governing autharity. .

examinatlon. investigalion, or autopsy, and he shall stale as hast he can the cavue and means of death. RS 13,5718
Cremation of bodies... If the cremstion of a body is requesied, the funeral diractar shail Immaedistely notify the coroner
who has Jurlsdiotion in the death, If, aftor the necessary luvesiigetion, the coroner s salisfied thet there are no suspicious
clrcumstances surrounding the desth, he shall Issue a permit for cramallon. If the investigation reveals Suspicious
clreumsiances or the reasonable probsbility of the commyssion of a orima, the coronar shall deny the pannif, Whengvar 3
cremation cedificate is requested by a funeral home on a coroner Cas8, or a non-coroner case, (he caroner afiar
conducling an investigation ¢an charge the authorlzed fifly dollars. If viewing the body was required he may charge an
addltional fifty dollars, As astated In RS 13:5706 D.1, this fee should be pald by tho parlsh or municipality, nol the funera!
harme,

bul according o this statute a body bag should be considerad a nacessary supply (o operale the coroner's office’and shall
be paid for by the parish, In lurn funeral homes pags h1s cost on lo famlly members who ars most of the lime residence of
the parlsh responsible for the cosl. When looking at RS 73:5715 A.(1), upon completion of an aufopsy or complelion of the
coroners investigation, It the Investigation raveals that an autopsy Is not required, the coroner shall ralaase the body (o
the family or friends for buriel. There Is nalhing here to support the caroner farcing a family or friend of (he deceased 1o
pay lor'any suppliss used during the course of his Investigation or aulopsy. Damanding & funeral home, hired by a family.
to meet the cosl of any supplles used to process a deceased individual Is the same as g direct charge la tha family. I( |s
constitulionally mandated for each parish 1o have & coroner and the laws are desligned for the parsh and municipa'ilies lo
3ep Lp aid be responsible for the cost assoclalad wilh funding (hat office,

Sincerely,
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